Regular Meeting of Bethesda Village Council

July 9, 2025
Mayor Bob Flanagan called the meeting to order, Bob also led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call

Present: Mayor Robert Flanagan, Jordan Castello, Colby Rinehart, Ruth Saffell, Jay Van Horn, Fiscal Officer Ricky Burkhead, Administrator Dirk Davis, Zach Gaston, Solicitor Michael Shaheen
Absent: Carol Merritt
Guest(s)

Cindy Foose, Rod Miller, Chuck Little, Fred Thompson, Joni Davis
Reports

The Fiscal Officer E-Mailed Fund Status, Cash Summary by Fund, Fund Ledger, Payroll, Receipt Register & YTD Appropriation status reports to Council Members, Administrator, Fire Chief & Mayor. Zach Gaston made a motion to approve the June meeting minutes, seconded by Jay Van Horn, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Zach Gaston – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes.
Regular Council Meeting Minutes
Chuck Little presented a complaint of two kids on electric scooters running on Main Street.  Chuck stated that we need to have cops around the catch these kids.  Jay Van Horn suggested that if the kids are caught doing this that they be taken home to their parents so that they parents know what they are doing.  Fred Thompson stated that he is tired of never seeing the police.  Fiscal Officer Burkhead informed both of them that the police levy only offers us around 48 hours of coverage.  Rick stated that a lot of hours in a week and the coverage hours that we have doesn’t even cover a third of the time in a week. Chief Storm stated that he will keep an eye out and try to get the situation under control.
Solicitor Shaheen stated that Dirk has been in touch with Lester from Pikes Paving and they were to come back after July 4th and work on Gail Avenue.  Mr. Shaheen stated that he sent a letter to the old Co-Op property owners on Depot Street and they responded to him that they no longer own it.  Dirk stated that he has sent Diane at Mr. Shaheen’s office the new owner information.  Mr. Shaheen presented Ordinance 2025-2 which updates the water rates.  There are no changes to rates but we are changing the revenue distribution to allocate $4335.14 of the base charge each month back to the General Fund to repay for the Excavator, Mower, and Chestnut Street water line.  Jordan Castello made a motion to suspend the rules, seconded by Zach Gaston, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Zach Gaston – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes. Jordan Castello made a motion to approve Ordinance 2025-2, seconded by Zach Gaston, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Zach Gaston – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes. Mr. Shaheen presented Resolution 2025-3 which authorizes the loan of $208,086.62 from the General Fund to be repaid by 48 monthly payments of $4,335.14 out of the monthly water bill base charges.  This loan covers the cost of the new excavator, mower, and Chestnut Water line. Jordan Castello made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-3, seconded by Colby Rinehart, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Zach Gaston – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes.
Administrator Dirk Davis thanked council for allowing the purchase of this equipment.  Dirk stated that the Chestnut water line was installed and we packed 304 stone on top.  Dirk stated that today the meters have been moved out of the resident’s houses and into the meter pits by the street.  Dirk stated that we need to think about repaving the street now that the water line has been replaced.  Dirk gave the estimate of $47,000 to dry grind, grade, and double chip and seal the road.  Council agreed to let the water line area settle and look at this next year. 

Mayor Bob Flanagan stated that he may not be here at the next meeting and Jay may need to fill in. 
Jay Van Horn stated that the date to receive the new brush truck was pushed back to October.  Chris stated that there were 20 members sized for new turnout gear head to toe and we should get those soon. 
Police Chief Storm stated that there was an EMS assist, three welfare checks, 20 traffic stops, and 18 citations.  Dirk stated that he will get with Chris on parade arrangements.  Chris stated that Brandon quit and Kudel has three pending jobs and may not be allowed to work for us.  Chris stated that he would like to rehire Andy as sergeant at his last pay rate when we resigned.  Jay Van Horn made a motion to approve the rehiring, seconded by Jordan Castello, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Zach Gaston – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes.
Joni Davis asked if the walking trail could be pressure washed.  Dirk stated that he will talk to Chief Hunt and Dustin to see if the fire department can help with that.  

Colby Rinehart announced that the Hazen Lodge is having a chicken dinner sale on July 12th from 11-2. 

Jay Van Horn made a motion to go into executive session to discuss litigation, at 7:15p.m., seconded by Jordan Castello, Ruth - Yes, Jordan – Yes, Jay – Yes, Zach – Yes, Colby – Yes. 

At 7:35 p.m. Mayor Bob Flanagan declared executive session over.

Motion to pay bills by Jordan Castello, 2nd by Colby Rinehart, with a unanimous vote.

Motion to adjourn by Jordan Castello, 2nd by Zach Gaston, with a unanimous vote.

The next meeting will be Wednesday August 13th, 2025 at 6:30 P.M.
___________________________________      __________________________________

   Mayor Bob Flanagan
 
         Fiscal Officer Ricky W. Burkhead Jr.
